Premier Inn – Dorchester – Dorset – 16 January 2018

My visit to the Premier Inn, Dorchester Hotel did not begin well. 

Unlike some other, perhaps better heeled Commercial Travellers who are lucky enough to have bestowed upon them 5 Series BMW’s and suchlike, my accompanying steed is a little more modest but a great deal more capacious. 

To be specific, it’s a Renault Master Van (Transit shape but only longer). I only mention this as parking is therefore a necessary consideration when choosing a place to lay my head when ‘out in the field’, so to speak. 

I finally arrive at the Hotel at around 17:30 having covered many miles that day. I was therefore more than a little disappointed if not frustrated to discover the van wouldn’t fit into the hotels car park as it was just too high.

There is a local Public Car park (Fairfield Car Park), close by but as it was both raining and windy to-boot, the sheer thought of traipsing back though such inhospitable conditions to the hotel having finally found a safe place to park (It’s January afterall Folk’s!), simply added to my general state of unhappiness. 

However, it was what it was and whilst I appreciate this small preamble will have little relevance to the majority of readers, it caused me to summarily question the online booking process as there was little on the website to warn of height restrictions re' their in-house parking. 

Moving on to more positive aspects of my stay, the benefit of course of such a centrally located hotel is of course its…Location. 

The Premier Inn, Dorchester, is actually located within the new Brewery Square Development, a none too historic but pleasant enough setting that comprises both a multitude of business's and eateries. 

Having settled my mechanical steed safely down for the night, Leah takes me through the booking-in process and has actually had the foresight to warm up room 305 in anticipation of my eventual re-arrival having parked-up. Thank you Leah! 

It should be carefully noted here that the in-room heating is ultimately controlled from a central console behind reception and NOT in the room. Therefore, regardless of the in-room thermostat and what it may show, the real control exists at reception. 

Room 305 is bijou (nee' small), but perfectly formed, much like myself! Lol! Everything as usual appeared clean and tidy although, the sizeable hole in the bed sheet did come as a bit of a surprise. There's no way housekeeping wouldn't have seen this when making up the room therefore, it was clearly thought acceptable. Oh dear...

A couple of quick observations; Your room key is required to use the lift, no doubt to protect against unwanted strangers going walk-about. Only one set of bath towel's was supplied in the quoted, double room. The Thyme restaurant was largely deserted whilst I was there and having viewed the ultra brief menu, I can reasonably understand why. It also stops serving food at 9pm so get in early if you plan to eat in-house! 

As for my £8.99 Brekkie, well...

Let's just say, the poached eggs were hard; the bacon cold; Black Pudding oily and Orange juice warm but...Service was excellent, so not a complete disaster then! Yeah right! 

However, putting everything else aside for a moment, if there was a real problem during my stay, it was the fact that even with an extra heater, I still awoke cold the following morning. This is primarily because the main heating/Air Conditioning unit turns itself off during the night, and that is just simply unforgivable given the brands promise of a 'Good Night Guaranteed'. 

Whilst the location is certainly a plus point, in truth, the Premier Inn, Dorchester, is really just a basic bed & brekkie, with poor bedding standards. 

In which case, a recommendation is therefore not possible.  

As always, happy and safe travelling.

Phil

