Whiskey Village - Luang Prabang - Laos - June 2015

Whilst I can heartily recommend a saunter down the Mekong on the way to Luang Prabang via the Nagi of Mekong, this stop should in truth have been forgotten.

In essence, the stop for whiskey tasting was largely a waste of time and simply represented yet another opportunity to help out the locals by buying something. 

There is I believe, a fine line between being an interested, empathetic observer, and a gawking peripatetic who in reality, is just a wealth tourist happy to Lord it up amongst the 'poor people'. 

We were promised we would see how Thai whiskey was made. Never happened! 

We were however shown what it looks like and asked to buy some but as a non whisky drinker, I declined politely. 

A number of my fellow travelers remarked at how uneasy they felt during the visit and more's to the point, how suspiciously they felt regarded by the villagers, many of whom were visible only by their eyes, as they contorted their bodies around posts and doors in order to view us. 

We later all agreed, that we would have preferred to have made a small donation to the village, say 500-1000 baht each, this to encourage the commerce already clearly underway. This would also have been eminently preferably to the general feeling that our visit had changed nothing and ergo, neither had we. 

Small purchases were made but in the end, the silence back to the boat rather told it's own story.

N.B.

I didn't even take any pics which for me, was highly unusual. It just felt all wrong and far too intrusive an act to contemplate. 

As always, happy and safe travelling.

Phil

