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It’s not always easy to properly communicate exactly what a hotel actually ‘feels like’, and for many reading these reviews, that's almost an irrelevance. Afterall, we are often there but for a short time so as long as it's reasonably well placed and clean, then it's usually fine! 

I have to say, I view things rather differently as the 'Hotel Experience', is very much part of my overall holiday experience. Consequently, with such a huge range of accommodation options available, choosing wisely shouldn't in my view, be simply left to chance.

For those of a similar outlook, I hope what follows proves of some use in your own search for the perfect hostelry, wherever you may travel to...

Although a previous visitor to Thailand, this was my first visit to Chiang Mai so I was just a little excited having heard so much about how authentic it was, especially when compared to Ko Samui, Phuket and the Phi Phi Islands.

The positive's...

I had done some small research prior to arriving and had subsequently confirmed a suite via email which when inspected, was exactly as described being large, spacious and generally clean.

Location was excellent. Nice and central and certainly within waking distance to the many bars and restaurants in the center. 

Positioned off the main street meant it was also quiet. There was even some limited parking available at the front of the building, with an ever ready security guard to provide assistance with parking, should it be required. 

A large breakfast area doubled as a public coffee shop during the day which seemed to work well and overall, all appeared organised and professional. Even the WiFi appeared to work pretty well throughout the complex. 

As previously mentioned, the room whilst large and spacious was also a little tired in appearance, nevertheless, it was perfectly acceptable. More importantly for me though, was the fact that the toilet was both clean and actually accepted toilet paper! Not all do in Thailand as many large and strategically placed red warning sign’s will often indicate! I know this is probably a soft western thing but, I still can't get used to performing my daily ablutions without the aid of a little soft papery.

Finally, price was a reasonable 1600 baht pn which when given the size of the room and location, felt very fair and even included all local taxes so, what’s not to like then?

Negatives…

Breakfast, at least for this westerner was not great. There was a fairly limited choice on offer apart from cold eggs and broken frankfurters. I remember thinking, hmmm, not the most appetising sight I've ever gazed upon first thing in the morning. 

However, there was a better choice if what you sought were noodles and salad, yes I know I was in Thailand, so what else would I expect to be on offer for brekkie! 

To be fair, there was also plenty of toast, melon, tea and coffee, so no one starved. It just wasn't really my preferred way to start the morning!

There isn’t a great deal more to say in relation to negatives and this is the point where I begin to struggle with this review. 

So far, I think I've reasonably described a hotel of adequate proportions and similar performance.   

Trouble was...It just didn't feel a very warm place to be, and I'm not referring to the air conditioning!

To be specific. Nobody on duty ever appeared to smile. 

Now, 'smiling', per se' may not be an ingredient in the vast majority of hotel guides but, it's probably a deal-breaker for me.

How then to encapsulate my feelings as regards Tapae Place...

In essence, if you seek a well placed temporary retreat, that is fairly priced and generally clean, then NOT to consider Tapae Place, would I feel be a mistake. 

However…

Were you instead to seek a place to stay where all the above were present but crucially, so was that ever elusive 'Thai smile' and generic warmth everybody refers to, then to consider Tapae Place would I feel, probably be a mistake.   

What it is that makes us choose A over B and disregard C, when all are apparently similar on paper, is wholly individual and is perhaps best left that way.

In any regard, you pay’s your money and you takes your choice!

Sadly, for all it's virtues, Tapae Place is unlikely to be my choice of abode when next I return to beautiful Chiang Mai.

Nuff said!

Happy Travelling.

:-)     

