Southcombe Guest House - Sidmouth - November 2018

Great Hosts and a fab location.

Unusually, I will begin this review in reverse and simply say, that given the overall quality offered for the price charged, not forgetting my most gracious hosts, Jo & Graham, I can only but recommend Southcombe Guest House.

However, will I be returning? Probably not.

It all rather went wrong when Graham assured me that even if his driveway was unable to accommodate a Luton sized vehicle, he could always ask a neighbour if I could park in their drive so the vehicle would at least be 'off road'.

I carry expensive upscale Office Furniture so parking for me is a priority decision. This explains why I called him personally having found him on these pages before properly booking.

Unfortunately, all my pre-emptive care was for nought as when I arrived, it was soon clear that the space he had made available for me was never going to be utilised as there was just no way I was getting down his drive without removing vital parts of my vehicle.

Furthermore, his neighbour now refused to let use his driveway. In which case, having arrived reasonably early (18:00 ish), I now spent valuable minutes seeking out a safe and legal parking space for a Luton van. Not a particularly desirable task, especially when you've driven from London and been on the road all day.

I eventually found a place in a local side road, unfortunately in an effort to ensure I was not to be a hazard to other vehicles whilst there, I damaged my near side indicator lens on the unseen and hidden branch of a overhanging tree. Not a huge issue but one that was wholly avoidable were I looking properly and of course, been able to park as expected in Graham's car park. 

I was driving so I take the blame but, you take my point I hope.

Graham was very apologetic about the parking issue and even came up with goods when I asked if he by any chance had any super glue?

Parking issues aside, there were a couple of smaller points that latterly made me question my choice.

The shower was very small and the water pressure barely sufficient to cover a knats backside. Lol!

The TV was tiny and the room was really a very small double as there was little room for anything that wasn't already there.

On the positive side, breakfast was delicious. They even had grapefruit chunks, my favourite.

A previous TA guest made mention of the Orange juice tasting strange, I concur.

The Full cooked English was exactly as ordered and my poached egg, perfectly gooey. 

All in all, a most pleasant way to begin the day.

The big selling point for Southcombe Guest House is two fold. It's location and the care in which Jo & Graham treat their guests. Both are five star!

However, it was a bit basic for me and the issue around parking cannot be ignored so whilst I would happily recommend Southcombe Guest House, especially in light of what I was charged, it probably wasn't quite right for me, at least when on business. 

As always, happy and safe travelling.

Phil

