Rim Pai Cottage – January 2015

Stayed for just the one night at the Rim Pai Cottage after a fairly desperate dash for accommodation. This was largely due to the fact that a huge Pop Festival was in full swing and if that wasn’t enough, a ‘Big’ Bikers gathering was also taking place over the weekend, all this in petit Pai - my timing really couldn’t have been any worse!  

I was due to stay the two nights but accommodation was literally so scarce, anything and everything was being considered, including splitting the nights in different accommodations if necessary, as indeed proved the case!

After some considerable time and various questioning of anyone who appeared vaguely ‘local’ and the faintest bit knowledgeable, I found myself at the steps of Rim Pai Cottage. The kind gentleman previously accosted in the street who suggested there might be availability at RPC was correct, as there was a bungalow free, but for just the one night, i.e. that night!   

Overall ambience and initial welcome was ‘professional’ rather than overly warm. That may have been due to the near full capacity of the Cottage’s though.

Negotiations on price were both superficial and necessarily brief for obvious reasons. I consequently paid the 2500 baht requested with little argument. Whilst the price was 'generally' fair given the circumstances, I probably would have done better had I pre-booked but, hindsight is a wonderful thing and being in Pai was the result of an impulse anyway. 

Either way, all paperwork was expedited promptly and I was led to my cottage, no’ 16. 

Location is truly excellent, as it’s just off the main ‘Walking Street’ so very convenient for all things Pai. Yet, it’s also very quiet with just the adjacent neighbours to worry about as regards potential noise as the walls are very thin. In fact, I was able to hear multiple conversations occur throughout my brief stay, a number were even quite interesting.  

I also enjoyed the unexpected company of a number of wasps, as there was a substantial nest located just outside the front door. All was quiet with our winged friends, until that is you turned on the outside light when all hell broke loose. 

Trying to keep them out of the bungalow proved difficult if not nigh impossible. I learnt very quickly to turn all lights off for a couple of minutes before leaving. That seemed to settle them so when I did depart, all was reasonably quiet and serene. Walking back however, and arriving at the bungalow in complete darkness obviously necessitated using the outside lights, if only so I didn’t fall over and break my neck. Fleet of foot was the order of the day and so I managed to avoid being stung which I put down to luck rather than athletic ability or judgement. 

Lot’s of good points to mention about Rim Pai Cottages including; a beautifully appointed four poster bed with good quality linen; a bathroom that was both functional and clean and a shower that even possessed reasonable pressure.  

Breakfast also offered a good choice, even for an old Falang who was used to a western start to the day. I must also mention the setting at the Restaurant/Bar/Diner, was very picturesque and rather beautiful. 

Overall, certainly worth a look if you find yourself in Pai, perhaps best to book ahead though, especially if your visit falls over a weekend as accommodation fills up very quickly.  

I have a feeling I will return some day to beautiful Pai!

Recommended.

Happy Travelling.
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