Premier Inn – Sheffield City Centre

November 2016

Central is as Central wants and boy, is the Premier Inn, Sheffield City Centre exactly that; central.

Accordingly, what would undoubtedly please Mr Hilton, will sadly dismay Mr Moss as there is no on-site parking available, which for some may not be a problem. For the business traveller however, that one issue alone may prove the difference between booking a room or not, as the case may be.

Lets start with the basics. 

Location as already stated, is simply perfect being but the shortest of walks to the pedestrianised area that is Orchard Square and the City Centre proper. 

My room, 427, was as usual exceptionally clean as well as wholly functional. The bathroom especially fairly gleaned with pride, ready as it was for its next guest. This in part perhaps explains the attraction and success of the PI brand in that you just know what you’re going to get, i.e., a very solid product!  

There was a minor issue with the room in that it felt particularly cold when first entering and subsequently, required a little too long perhaps in order for the air-con to seemingly kick-in in order to get warm, which I have to say it really never did. The TV remote also needed new batteries, not a huge issue but annoying as hell when pressing for dear life whilst attempting to change channels.  

There is a bar & grill on the 1st floor called ‘thyme’, which serves both reasonably edible evening meals as well as catering for breakfast.

Though the food as served could hardly be described as haute Cuisine, it was OK within the scheme of things and remit of the restaurant. Amy was terribly attentive and patient, especially given my questions on the varied menu. She even managed to save me some money by recommending the ‘Meal deal, which translates into two courses for £15.00 and a small glass of vino. I rather made up for it with further glasses of a more appropriate size but that as they say, is another story… 

However, as alluded to earlier, the lack of parking really was a pain in the derrière. It could though have been so much worse had I taken the advice of the young and smiley receptionist when first greeted. 

Whilst Premier Inn’s own website clearly states that onsite parking is not available at this hotel, there was mention that and I quote directly; “Chargeable off-site parking is available at Hartshead Square NCP, S1 2El at a discounted rate of £9.00 per 24 hours.” 

Unfortunately, it soon became apparent that my vehicle’s height would be an issue within the NCP and so, I was advised by a colleague to seek on-street parking instead, obviously as close to the hotel as possible. 

Rather than regale you dear reader with every nuance that was the hour that elapsed between my initial enquiry at reception and my eventual return effectively ‘all-sorted’, suffice to say it truly pay’s to read the small print on payment machines. 

Put simply, do please make sure that if staying overnight with a vehicle in the joy that is Sheffield City Centre, when deciding where to leave your steed, you check not only the charges as shown, but also crucially, the ‘CHARGING PERIODS’.  

Whilst £4.50 was indeed the charge for parking ‘All Day’, the day actually ran-till 23:59 when all tickets expired. Therefore, if you were remiss enough not to renew your ticket at 00:00, you would effectively be in breach of your stay and therefore, liable to penalty.  

There is street parking available on Bank Street which runs adjacent to the hotel, but spaces are limited. Hours of operation are from 08:00 – 20:30 inclusive so there’ll be no need to leave your bed at midnight in order to feed the meter. 

Bottom line here is simply this; please be mindful of where you park whilst in Sheffield, whether as a tourist or on business as I was. It would be such a shame to enjoy their full English whilst completely oblivious to the fact that your morning is going descend very rapidly downhill when you discover that you’ve been summarily charged or worse still, clamped for overstaying.  

Nevertheless, I’m happy to recommend the Premier Inn, Sheffield City Centre, with the above caveats of course. 

Happy and safe travelling as always.

Phil

