Premier Inn – Oldham – January 2017

Premier Inn Oldham (Broadway), offers all you may already be familiar with, certainly as regards the Premier Inn Brand. 

If you were planning to ‘walk’, the Broadway, then think again dear reader as there’s not a lot around for the visitor to enjoy, apart from perhaps popping into a Morrisons for a quick bite and doing a bit of shopping whilst away.

If staying in the area on business as I was, then this particular Inn would not necessarily be a bad choice. The Beefeater restaurant attached next door is ultra convenient for a quick drink or even, a leisurely evening meal. You don’t even have to venture outside the Inn to access the restaurant as there is a door leading directly into the main bar area from the hotel. 

Unfortunately, the décor was looking a just little tired, almost as if it was a lazy remnant from a bygone era when big pub eatery's first became all the rage. I also noticed a distinct lack of staff on duty when I entered, although given it was a Wednesday evening, that was hardly a surprise! 

As for the drinks prices, it has to be said that these rather shocked me i.e., £4.05p for a San Miguel for instance. This is near London pricing, not Manchester ‘sticks’ I would proffer! 

Food was also a little on the expensive side, partially perhaps best explained by the fact that the Beefeater brand sits above Brewers Fayre, Table Table and Thyme within the Whitbread stable.

Moving on to the check-in experience, the first room offered to me, No’ 9 directly faced the main road and large junction which appeared hugely busy. As the road-noise was simply too intrusive to consider staying there, I requested an alternative. I was swiftly offered room No’ 10 which lay at a near diagonal to No’ 9, on the other side of the hallway. Although my view now consisted of the car park only, it was at least quiet so was graciously accepted!

There’s little more to add about the room. You just know what you’re getting with a Premier Inn. A clean bathroom and loo; great big comfy King sized Hypnos bed and usually, a nice restaurant attached. The furniture in the room did look a little tired and jaded but still well within its use-by date. I also liked the fact that you got a decently sized TV to enjoy. I’ve seen some very small examples recently at various Travelodge’s and the odd Premier Inn. It may sound like a small point but it's just not the same when winding down at the end of the day, there are times folk's when size really does matter! Lol! 

Room price was a very reasonably £60.00, this for a midweek stay. Breakfast was a further £8.99 which although very convenient as its served next door in the Restaurant, I still regard as being way too expensive for what it is. 

There is also a £1.00 processing fee for booking online. Dear viewer, I still don’t understand that charge. I would have surely thought the majority of users book online these day’s, why then charge them for the privilege of doing so? In essence, the Brand can only benefit by selling rooms in advance with payment pre-taken, therefore I can only assume it is perhaps just a further revenue raiser, no doubt to offset the cost of the Chairman’s new Roller. 

Utterly unnecessary and ever so slightly tacky in my view. 

Apart from that, all good!

Recommended, with the proviso that you understand that you’re in a transit location, not a tourist spot or city/town centre. 

Happy and as always, safe travelling.

Phil

Room Tip!

Choose a room with an even number when on the ground floor. It may be similar also for the first floor but I never ventured up that far. 

