Premier Inn – Mansfield (Carter Lane East) – 16 March 2017

The Premier Inn, Mansfield, is but a stone’s throw from the M1 (J28), this is potentially either highly convenient for you or, pretty much exactly the opposite. There is really very little of interest in the direct vicinity apart perhaps from the East Midlands Outlet Complex which is but a 20 minute walk away.  

Having driven for much of the day, I decided to pay the shopping complex a visit, if only for the much needed exercise. 

Although there were a multitude of shopping options there, it took the Sketchers Shoe shop to finally persuade me to part with my credit card. 3 pairs purchased for less than £140.00, not exactly cheap but certainly ‘cheaper’, than would normally be expected. 

There is also a fab Cadbury’s shop devoted to all things chocolaty unsurprisingly. Can you possibly get too much of a good thing???

It was whilst on my little walk that I noticed a rather posh looking hotel called the Derbyshire, located but a short distance from the business complex where this PI is based. 

Out of curiosity, I had a quick glance at their rates online which surprisingly, weren't that dissimilar to this Premier Inn's own tariff. Lots of choice around then...

As usual, I was up north on business from London and Stephanie, the receptionist on duty that evening was both pleasant and accommodating when I initially requested a ‘quiet room’. Now, before you get all presumptuous dear reader on how finicky I am having just walked through the door, I should first properly explain that as they’re currently in the process of building a whole new extension to the hotel, such a question was in fact wholly appropriate.  

As if to further confirm how disruptive the current works were, there was also a prominent sign on reception explaining exactly thus i.e., ‘please ask reception for a quiet room if noise is an issue for you as works are extensive’.  

Stephanie duly obliged and room no’ 86 was offered as a quiet compromise in order to quell my concerns. 

As usual, the room was clean, tidy and furnished with a fab King sized Hypnos bed as expected. The TV was a mite small and there weren’t really enough power points to fulfil all my needs but, it all seemed to work OK and for me, it’s the basic cleanliness of the product that brings me back to the Premier Inn brand time and again. 

Not all however was hunky-dory… 

As a bit of a cold blooded creature and therefore a fan of the warmth, even with the thermostat turned up to it’s uppermost limit of 23.c, I was still far too cold for comfort. I relayed my unhappiness to Stephanie, who quickly suggested that adding an extra heater might provide the necessary solution, as indeed it did!

One other small point…

The internal latch securing the door had been removed. You could see where it had previously been, but when I asked reception about the possible reason for its removal, all I received in return were blank faces. How very strange…

Moving on to more relevant matters.  

After a quick shower to remove the remnants of the day from the crevices that generally see no natural light, I sauntered into the large and expansive Brewers Fayre Restaurant which is attached for both an aperitif (beer), and something considerably more substantial (food glorious food folk’s!).

All initially appeared organised at the bar but having finally purchased my pint after some small wait, I ventured slightly deeper into the pub and began to notice that there were a number of uncleared tables which rather surprised me, especially given the amount of staff on duty that evening.  

My own chosen table suffered from a similar issue and was only eventually cleared when I mentioned it to the bar staff whilst ordering my food. To be fair, once notified, all was cleared and made clean very quickly. It was just a shame that so few servers bothered to venture forth in order to check tables amid all the audible hilarity that was emanating from behind the bar.

After some small deliberation, I decided to opt for the steak & eggs, which was duly delivered well done as requested. Sadly, the salad was a mite droopy but for the price, it’s difficult to criticise further. It’s also worth mentioning here that I’ve previously found Brewers Fayre considerably more competitively priced than it’s more upscale Whitbread relation, Beefeater. 

Whether it’s true or indeed fair to say that the actual cut’s of meat served at Beefeaters are questionably superior to it’s various other stable mates lower down the Whitbread chain, is debatable. But, you do get both table service as standard as well as a perceived specialiser in Beef so, it is what it is I suppose. 

Whilst certainly no Pierre’ White Red Letter Day event, the steak & eggs were perfectly acceptable, however, the real star of the show was the ice cream with chocolate sauce which was actually delivered to my table. 

Overall, the staff at the restaurant were very friendly and tried hard to accommodate my requests. It’s just a shame that it required a comment from me to remind them that you really need to clear dirty tables before you can start to reload them with new orders. 

Breakfast was a fairly seamless affair with all the usual elements present in order to justify the fairly steep £8.99 asking price. 

My poached eggs were nice & gooey and the bacon meaty with little rind visible. Considering the time I arrived for brekkie, i.e., 07:45 on a weekday, I was a little surprised all was so very quiet. That I suppose is the reality of being placed next to a motorway and not situated within the heart of a town or city.  

Whilst pottering around after breakfast, I happen to notice the ‘Play at Brewers Fayre with Beano’ area, which was located in a cordoned off and secured section of the Restaurant. It would appear that for the meagre sum of £3.00, your child could be guaranteed at least 90 minutes of hilarious play. Hmmm, it all looked a little sparse if colourful to me (see pics), but you never know, maybe it comes alive when there are boisterous bodies at play. 

Overall, as a business stopover, I rather liked this Premier Inn. Whilst there were clearly extensive and no doubt very noisy building works taking place, their hours of operation thankfully, did not mirror my hours of occupation. Had they done, this review would have no doubt had a very different tone attached to it. 

In which case, happily recommended with the above caveats attached. 

As always, happy and safe travelling.

Phil

