Premier Inn - Leeds City Centre - 20 June 2016

There is no doubt that within the budget lodging sector, Premier Inn really do seem to rather rule the roost at the moment. The formula appears simple. Good locations; clean bathrooms and attached to a reasonably eatery.

So, how did the Premier Inn, Leeds City Central, measure up then I hear you ask?

Well, location wise, it's approximately a 15/20 walk to the centre of the city proper and but 30 minutes on foot to the Corn Exchange. Not then really an issue for me but, it was still a noticeable trundle into town.  

If you happen to be a celebrity, minor or otherwise, you may already be familiar with this particular Inn as the ITV Studios are literally, just down the road, so little trundling required there then!   

Parking whilst certainly plentiful, was charged at £4.00 per day, which was a bit of a surprise as most of the Inn's I stay at offer this hugely important facility to guests for free. 

A crafty revenue raiser perhaps?

Checking-in was very quick and thoroughly business-like. If there was a possible criticism, it was that both receptionists whilst clearly ultra efficient, seemed to lack a certain warmth in their demeanour, the human touch almost...

It was as if they were simply reciting from a pre-prepared script instead of actually welcoming me as a valued guest. I was just left feeling I was a number rather than a name. 

My room, no' 239, was the epitome of how a good, budget hotel room should be presented. All I was really missing was a fridge. 

I just love their beds and the now standard King Sized Hypnos bed, never disappoints. Linens were of a good quality and as usual, spotless.  

There were 4 available charging points so enough for once, even for me! Hooray! There was also a nice large TV on the wall as well as tea/coffee making facilities. 

The bathroom was again spotless. This is a big plus for me and one of the reasons I return to the brand year after year. 

It was only the couch that appeared to require some TLC as it had certainly seen much better day's. Apart from the springs feeling worn and tired, there was a visible stain on the cover which really should have been dealt with before occupancy occurred. Who I wonder is checking the room to see if all is good to go...? 

Another possibly reason to choose this Inn is the attached eatery, as it's a TGI Friday and I have to admit to being a bit of a fan. There's nothing wrong with the Whitbread stable per se' as again, I'm also a fan of Beefeater Restaurants but, they do say a change is as good as a rest! 

As for the hotel itself, there was little more to note, apart from the fact there was only one lift to elevate you to your designated floor. Again not really an issue for me and besides, we're advised to use the stairs more these day's anyway, so probably a good reason to do so.

My evening meal at TGI Friday's went well. Whilst all the staff present that evening appeared both helpful & smiley, it was George, my ever present and extremely courteous server who really stole the show. He even earned a well deserved discretionary TIP, such was his superlative attendance.

Breakfast however, was another matter entirely. 

The morning brought new servers who were no less motivated but sadly, the breakfast selection on offer was not really up to the usual Premier Inn standards. 

Everything was simply overcooked! 

The bacon was tasteless, the sausage inedible, the mushrooms limp and the black pudding so congealed and tasteless, it was near impossible to dissect. How is it possible dear reader to serve Black Pudding that is more reminiscent of wood shavings and still have the sheer audacity to call it, Black Pudding? 

Even the brown bread was cut strangely.

My notes made at the time however, do remind me that all was not completely lost as the poached eggs were cooked as requested and therefore, still gooey when I cut into them. 

Was it worth the £8.99 price tag? Even given the fact it was still an in-house brekkie of sort's, I think not!  

Overall, although location could have been a little more central for comfort and parking charges and brekkie aside, it's difficult not to recommend the Leeds City Centre Premier Inn. 

If I do find myself staying again, then I may just raise myself a little earlier in the morning and see what other breakfast options exist locally. Although, you never know, it's always possible that the morning chef may have actually discovered how to regulate the controls on his cooker! Lol!

As always, happy and safe travelling.

Phil

