Premier Inn - Hinckley - 25 June 2016

My journey to Hinckley and this Premier Inn was for once, not due to business, but an anniversary of an old friend who owns and runs the Praha bar in Hinckley, recommended by the way, therefore I was actually spending my own money for once! 

Not that this fact should necessarily alter anything, nevertheless it does tend to somewhat concentrate the mind when it's your own 'hard-earned', you're spending on a bed for the night. 

Anyway, this Inn was largely like every other variant bar the location of course and that dear reader, rather explains it's very attraction, it's USP almost. 

Premier Inn is now the largest budget hotel marque in the UK and the reason seems fairly clear. 

Centrally located with quick access to local amenities appear a large part of it's success although, there are some notable exceptions which are placed in the middle of absolutely nowhere yet, still prove popular, please see my other PI reviews. 

As for this particular Inn, it's location is rather nondescript as there is little else close by save a large car dealership and the attached Brewers Fayre eatery, which I have to say, appeared busy regardless of the time of day. 

It does however have a very picturesque canal adjacent, with barges to-boot I might add. There really is something rather special about being close to water, made somehow even more appealing when you can view it directly from your hotel room, sadly my view was of the car park, oh well...  

If you were planning to walk into Hinckley centre from the Inn, then depending upon your pins and stride, you're probably looking at around 20-25 minutes.  You could always save your legs and cab it in 5-6 minutes, if you didn't have a car.   

There's lots of parking available for those that do have 'wheels', but as I say, little else really to command the visitors attention or indeed presence, other than perhaps the eatery as a general, local meeting place.  

My room was as usual exactly as expected, ergo their USP and raisin d'être i.e., Cleanliness, Constancy & Courtesy. 

The bathroom was spotless, the furniture functional and the fab Hypnos king sized bed ultra comfortable. Linens were of a high quality and also very clean. 

What more could a guest want you'd imagine?  

All good then, well almost...

I have one minor negative regarding my brief stay and it concerns the pre-booking process. 

Whilst my room rate was very reasonable, when sent an email confirming my stay I was positively ENCOURAGED to check-in early and therefore online which, I subsequently did!  

However, I didn't realise that this online facility came with an automatic charge of £2.00. 

Now, before you remonstrate with me dear reader as to my apparent meanness over such a paltry sum, it's not about the money-money, it's about the dupey-dupey as that's exactly how I felt i.e., duped! 

To be clear, there was absolutely perceivable benefit to checking-in online save perhaps from having to sign my own name upon entry. 

In my view, this was no more or less than a simple exercise in further revenue raising. 

Shame on you Premier Inn!  

However...

As this Inn contains all that you could reasonably expect from the brand given the very competitive room price, it therefore still properly warrants and deserves a ready recommendation. 

As always, happy and safe travelling. 

Phil

