Namkhong Riverside Hotel   9 June 2015

I Stayed at the Namkhong Riverside Hotel for just the one night back in June 2015, this on route via Nag of Mekong to Luang Prabang. 

I have friends in Chiang Rai and it had been recommended and...I'm kinda pleased it was! 

If looks were everything, then it would still probably do OK as it certainly stands out as the nicest looking Hotel on the street, IMHO of course!

Of course nowhere's perfect and neither was the Riverside, let's cut to the chase and examine the Pro's & Con's. 

On the plus side, the room had both a clean and comfortable bed; a safe; TV; Aircon and overall, appeared modern and eminently tidy. 

Guests of the Riverside can also enjoy a cooling dip in the balmy afternoon, this courtesy of a very nice pool situated but 500 meters away in it's sister resort. We were actually ferried there on what appeared to be a near 'historical' tuk-tuk, only this one was not really designed to carry people, more suited perhaps to logs and building materials. Still, the offer of the free ride was appreciated and certainly made the short journey more interesting than had we just pottered off and no doubt got lost amongst the maze of paths.

As for value...I was charged 1000 baht for the night and even though low season, I still thought this excellent value for money given that there was two of us staying. 

Now, for the negatives...

For the Falang, breakfast was sadly limited, i.e. overcooked eggs but no bacon; small, miniature sausage's similar to Frankfurters and only white bread for toast. 

However, if you were Thai, you wouldn't have bothered with all that strange foreign muck anyway, as there was plenty to choose from so you certainly wouldn't have gone hungry, we were in Thailand and not Torquay afterall! Lol! 

If I have a real criticism, then it would probably center on the (perceived), lack of personal service and touch. 

I can best explain this by using the analogy of that horrible American saying, 'Have a nice day now'. 

They don't mean it, you know they don't mean it but it rolls off the tongue and is almost vocally expelled as you would, an unwanted gift. 

In short, I just didn't get the feeling that the staff actually wanted to be there and that, is why after long consideration, I decided to award the Namkhong Riverside Hotel 3.5 out of 5. 

It will show on here as 4 but, you know the truth dear viewer and to award it only 3 would be a mite churlish which, I'm not! 

The notes I made at the time clearly state; "Would stay again if in town", little more to add then!

Recommended. 

Happy Travelling. 

:-)

