Mekong Riverside Lodge       June 2015

Stayed one night, courtesy of Nagi of Mekong. Whilst I can wholly recommend Mr Adisak & especially Kamla (NoM), the same cannot be said of our enforced layover. 

Plus points; 

On stilts and made of dark wood and bamboo only, it had a truly rustic feel which seemed utterly fitting, especially when given the beautiful surroundings and fabulous view of the Mekong River.

It had a nice, clean double bed, with an accompanying mozzie net toboot. However, only two power points left this traveller prioritising his charging needs but, they both worked so better than nowt!

The bathroom also appeared very nice with the water pressure both sufficient and very, very hot. 

Breakfast was adequate, comprising a small scrambled egg, lovely home made baguettes and some fruit. Basic but again, wholly acceptable.

Negative points;

Whilst close to the boat, eye's view at least, it was still a bit of a trek uphill. Not a problem if you're young or fit'ish, but I did see the odd stumble occur as ground gave way under older feet. 

Depending on your luck, which bungalow you're allocated is largely down to exactly that, luck. We had been given a twin whilst two singles travelling together were given a double. When questioning the owner as to how he made this choice, I was greeted with resounding silence. Hmmmm. 

Fortunately, the two young ladies were kind enough to offer to swap when witnessing the one-way conversation with the owner, they probably felt sorry for the old git (Me, not him! Lol).

Now, the following may not be an issue with you but, given the heat and humidity at that time of year (10 June 2015), it kinda was for me. 

There was No Fridge - No Aircon - No TV - No Radio and, no net on the windows to stop our buzzy friends from entering willy-nilly. 

Then we come to the price. As this was included within the fare to Luang Prabang via Nagi of Mekong, you might just ask why is the price relevant?  On the basis that not all viewers to this post might be contemplating a stay via Mr Adisak, (NoM), then expect to pay $40-45 per night, or so the owner alleged at least. 

Way too high in my view for what was offered. 

In fact, there's little in Pakbeng to encourage a visit at all. There are a few bars and fewer places to eat. It really is just an enforced stop-over and little else. 

The question therefore would I return is largely redundant.

So, loved the boat trip (no rain helped), the food, facilities and the company on board, especially Kamla (again, lovely guy!). 

If for any other reason you're planning to visit the Mekong Riverside Lodge, then...

Well, it takes all sorts!

Lolololololol! 

Happy travelling. 

