Lincombe Hall Hotel - Torquay

14 November 2018

The Lincombe Hall Hotel is an imposing beast, set high on a bit of a hill and ever so slightly reminiscent of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s, The Great Gatsby, at least in it’s initial visual majesty. 

As a regular visitor to Mr. Henry’s favourite Hotel Chain whilst normally away on business, I thought it was time for a change so choose the Lincombe Hall Hotel, for exactly that reason.

So, how was it I hear you ask…

Overall, very nice.  

A quick name-check for both Sophie on Reception and especially David, who was kindness personified at breakfast, even though he broke my poached egg whilst trying to transfer it from his plate to mine. Oh dear, nevermind…

Good Points.

Very clean. Always a good start to any review.

Very close to Town. Just a 5-10 minute stroll depending upon your level of mobility, although walking downhill is a great deal easier than walking up it when returning home. Lol!

Pleasant and well kept expansive grounds. Nuff said.

Nice Lounge area. Plenty of space to just be, whether you’re in conversation or not.

Cinema/Pool. Sadly, I never got a chance to enjoy either but the fact they exist can only be regarded as a plus point no matter how potentially cold the water.

Large parking area. I drive a Luton sized vehicle, which was easily accommodated. Due to what I carry (upscale Office Furniture), this was a crucial part of my decision making process.

Plentiful in-room tea/coffee making facilities. Including Bickies.

Excellent price quoted via Booking.com for room occupancy. I did try going direct but couldn’t get close to the price offered on the third party website, and by some considerable margin. Whilst the hotels own website show prices for double occupancy, Booking.com show only the overall room price, regardless of whether it's a single/double occupancy which, I personally prefer. 

N.B. The Single room price on the hotels own website is much lower however, it restricts it's usage to one guest only and who really wants to sleep in a small, single room when away on business?   

Not so Good points.

Hotels own website for price comparison. Please see above! 

A hill worth noting. If mobility is an issue, then be mindful that the Lincombe Hall Hotel is situated on a steep’ish hill. Once climbed, you are then informed that there is no lift within the hotel building either. I have to say, that this was not an issue for me, even though I was in room 25 which is located at the very top of the building. In mitigation to my placement, I should just say here that I purposely requested a nice quiet room which, is exactly what I got. 

A darker shade of pale. Whilst my room was clean, tidy and generally fit for purpose, due to the amount of dark furniture it contained, it did look just a little old fashioned, dated almost. The finishing within the room, especially around the bath area, was also not what it could have been but, this was a four star'ish Hotel and not the Ritz, so understandable to an extent.

A room to be warmed in. As it was Halloween’s eve, it was just a mite cold as you can imagine. I was therefore mindful when checking-in to ask about room heating. As it transpired, the in-room radiator appeared to work perfectly well when turned up to its maximum setting. However, I later discovered that all was not that warm at 06:00 when I awoke and felt anything but warmed. It eventually did come back on, by itself, but by that time, I had already endured a ‘Cold Start’. Not then my favourite way to start the day! 

Dinner Service ending at 20:00 (as well as the pool closing). I had hoped to dine at the hotel but due to the number of miles I had travelled that day, I was running ever so slightly late, so eventually turned up at a non-too convenient time of 19:45. There are some genuine benefits to being able to eat in-house when staying away, so I was just a little disappointed when Sophie informed me that Service was due to end just as I had arrived. The Bar food menu was still available till 20:30 but in truth, I needed a shower as well as some proper sit down grub after such a challenging day so timing wise, this was never going to work. Shame. 

Room Service Sir! We all know that Room Service comes at a cost but £9.00 over and above the cost of the food? Seems a little excessive in my view for a small hotel in Torquay. 

The Important bit! 

Overall, apart from the cold start, very nice and at the rate I obtained via Booking.com, a near veritable bargain. 

Recommended.

As always, happy and safe travelling.

Phil

