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In an effort to provide a slightly different if not hopefully more helpful perspective on Le Sen Boutique Hotel, rather than simply further extol the virtues of an already hugely popular choice for savvy Tripadvisor users, I will if I may just ‘cut to the chase’, and ask the two primary questions I myself normally seek the answer to, this when trawling through this fabulous resource searching for accommodation, and they are;

1. Are you the author personally recommending the hotel?

And, perhaps more importantly…

2. Will you be returning if ever you revisit the area?

The second question initially appears near redundant, as surely it would necessarily follow in the same direction set by the answer to the first? 

So one would think perhaps. 

And so, my answers to the above are as follows…

Having just enjoyed 4 pleasurable nights at the Le Sen Boutique Hotel, the answer to the first question is; a resounding YES! 

Overall, I cannot but heartily recommend the hotel as I can certainly mirror much of what has already been written about Le Sen here on TA in more than 400 overwhelmingly, positive reviews.

The only real negative I could perhaps mention was very much a personal feeling that, for some reason, we felt that the staff whilst always pleasant and polite, ‘smiled’, because they had to when working and not, because they necessarily wanted to. 

I’m not sure you can properly qualify a ‘feeling’, as an adequate reason to feel negatively about a service/product but, instincts can often translate into almost tangible reactions to situations or enviournments.  

However, so far pretty much all good so having given such a resounding initial thumbs-up, you may be a little surprised to read, that I would not return to Le Sen if I were ever seeking accommodation again in Luang Prabang. 

There are four sub-reasons but all have a common core, that is…

It’s basic location.

1. Timed at a normal walking pace for a fittish’ 50 year old, it takes between 16-18 minutes to walk from the hotel to the beginning of the night market. Not a problem but a pleasure on a beautiful sunset evening but come the rains, and all changes.

2. Miss the Hotel shuttle by two minutes and be prepared to walk or wait another 30 minutes as we did.

3. When ready to return and seeking a tuk-tuk if raining, be prepared also to be turned away unless you agree to near blackmail as regards price. 200 Thai baht to travel just over a kilometre or it was wet and sodden we were going to be!

4. If taking advantage of a free bicycle and parking it amidst many others as is likely when in town, best trust to luck that it remains in place when returning. Ours did but we heard of a number of others that didn't, not necessarily originating from Le Sen but other hotels offering a similar facility. There's clearly an element abroad that's involved with liberating Tourist's wheels and I have to say, it was a concern if not minor distraction during the 5 hours or so we went exploring. 

To be clear, I did not choose Le Sen Boutique Hotel blindly, it was qualified decision, taken as a result of considerable research but in retrospect, I think I may have been ever so slightly swayed by the overwhelmingly positive comments, which I still regard as largely accurate.

Now, even as I write this, I can almost feel (instincts again, eh?), the annoyance and chagrin grow in some readers at such a qualification, i.e. the hotel can hardly be blamed for where it is after all but, that is surely an important part of a considered review and a picture that produces an overall star rating? 

Maybe Hilton wasn’t wholly right when he asserted that there were only three important issues when considering a Hotel; Location, location and, location. 

Accordingly, whilst Le Sen Boutique Hotel undoubtedly deserves 5 stars for the hotel building and amenities, I can only offer 4 stars for the service and 3 stars for the location, that then produces a mean average of 4 stars overall which I feel is wholly fair.      

Of course, the true joy of what we do as reviewers is so completely personal that no matter what you write and your reasons, you will never properly find complete conformity of opinion, and neither should you!

Are we not all distinct individuals after all?

Wherever you decide to lodge, enjoy and happy travelling!
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