Hotel Toscana - Trat - January 2019

Unplanned but nonetheless pleasant!

My visit to Hotel Toscana was an unplanned one. 

Having travelled direct from London to Bangkok, I had hoped to make the 999 Bus from Ekmial Bus Station to Trat in time to pick up the last speedboat to Koh Mak. However, best laid plans and all that meant that a stopover was required for just the one night in Trat.

I came upon Hotel Toscana via various online sites and quickly decided this was the place to stay and I have to say, my choice didn’t disappoint. 

For the princely sum of 850 baht (plus a further 100 baht for breakfast, about £23.50 UKI), I was treated to a Spanish Style room, clean, tidy and totally fit for purpose.

There was even a nice swimming pool just in case you wanted to cool off. 

As for negatives, the walls of my room were literally paper thin so you heard everything everyone else was discussing/shouting in adjacent rooms. The Hallway was also a literal 'Voicebox', so no respite there. The bed was extremely hard and unforgiving and the TV control, near unworkable. 

Location was a 15-20 minute walk from the limited bustle that was Trat Town but not so far that it proved a hindrance but then, I do tend to walk a lot whilst away so perhaps worth bearing in mind if mobility is in anyway an issue.  

As a unconnected aside, I was actually attacked by a pack of dogs whilst on my way into town. Nothing major, more bark than bite really. The ringleader, an unyielding, black hybrid of a dastardly dog, decided he liked the smell of my shorts and wanted a piece, perhaps as a souvenir from the foolish Farang who passed by HIS territory/land! Lol. 

Luckily, I escaped with both my integrity and shorts largely intact although on my return, I thought it best to arm myself with something a mite more defensive (offensive really, a big stick!), just in case. 

Right on cue, out came the vocalised pack and whilst there was lots of noise and bashing of sticks against posts, there was thankfully little else and this time, my minor pantaloons (shorts), remained untouched by any gnarling gnashers.  

Returning to the reason for this poor prose, there’s little more to add really apart from perhaps the obvious. Trat doesn’t really want tourists. It’s not geared up to it and I got the distinct impression it’s quite happy just being the way it is; a sleepy little town with a sizeable street food market at it’s centre. 

As a gateway to Koh Mak/Koh Kud, some tourist footfall is inevitable as plans are bound to go awry and connections are missed but, as a destination of choice, I think probably not!  

If I were to ever revisit the islands, then it’s highly likely that next time, I would likely fly into Trat from Bangkok which would negate the need for a stopover or, simply pre-book the bus/Minivan which I should have done in the first place!  

However, as this review is about Hotel Toscana, I am happy to recommend the hotel on the basis of price vs accommodations offered and I should also add, the staff were very nice as well.  

As always, happy and safe travelling.

Phil 

