Days Inn – Abington (M74) – 6 March 2019

Excellent price, nice people but overall, just a little too isolated for me.

My first visit to a Days Inn Hotel proved an interesting one, if only for the remarkable price charged! 

I had seen the brand when visiting the USA previously but have never actually noticed it in the UK, preferring instead to squander my 'hard earned', on other available options when away on business, primarily Premier Inn. 

Well, I have to say that I’m pleasantly surprised with the Days Inn, Abington, and particularly with room 120. 

Let’s deal with some specifics and list a couple of points which may hopefully help and guide you as to whether this particular hotel, is the place for you.

Plusses…

My room. Clean, tidy and reasonably sized with adequate desk space and even an extra chair or two. A small table completes the bijou ensemble. 

It’s worth noting that room 120 was not the room originally allocated to me. I was kindly moved to this room after requesting a 'quiet room', having been on the road all day. 

Nikita, on reception, with the aid of Bert, were quick to oblige and so I found myself in room 120. 

A double (King?) bed takes centre stage room wise. There is also a single bed so the room is classed as a 'Family Room' I believe. A bright, clean bathroom (including bath), adjoins the bedroom with plenty of fresh towels available which, is always a good sign. 

The view from my room was one of near peace & tranquillity, i.e., rolling hills and little else. There was also lots of free parking which when driving a larger vehicle such as a van (which I do), is always a necessary consideration. 

Adequate storage space came by way of a multitude of coat hangers in an open cabinet, situated next to the tea/coffee making facilities and that was largely it really.

Then there was the price. £45.90 for a Wednesday in March. Really, just fantastic value in 2019 (no brekkie though!). 

NOTE: Harry Ramsden do a really nice Full English from 06:00.

The Not so plusses…

Let’s deal with the most obvious possible issue first. You are essentially stationed at a Services, so the Days Inn, Abington, probably represents the epitome of the phrase ‘In Transit'. 

Accordingly, forget sight seeing, this is motorway land in all its veritable concrete glory.  

Welcome Break, is the provider of services of which there are basically three outlets providing late night sustenance. Remember, we’re not here just for a quick coffee and croissant.  

They are; Harry Ramsdens, Chopstix noodle bar and Burger King. The first two close at 8pm whilst BK remain open till 10pm. The timing is important here as there is little else around as regards food unless you fancy a late night sandwich out of WH Smiths. Prices are representatively high though as you would expect from a Motorway Services. 

My room. Whilst clean & tidy as already stated, looked just a little tired with the bed feeling more than just a mite soggy in places. Certainly not in the same league as ‘You Know Who’, who are forever going on about their Hypnos beds which are I have to admit, supremely comfortable. 

Two smaller points but ones which may be important to you and those in your company.

The TV is VERY small and the lights extremely bright. I mention the lights only because it’s often quite nice to have a room that’s partially lit, especially when trying to coax or persuade younger members that it’s time for bed. 

Whilst there were lots of options as to which lights you wanted on, they all appeared as if to be on steroids as they were all so very bright. A small point perhaps but, one I noticed as I tend to reduced the number of lights on as the night progresses.

In conclusion, it’s difficult not to recommend the ‘Days Inn’ at Abington as what was provided, more than met my basic needs. As for the outstanding value, there can surely be few complaints although, prices are likely to change considerably during the year and especially when the Edinburgh Fringe is in full swing which, is but 40 miles away. 

Special mention goes to both Bert & Nikita for the jovial banter enjoyed when first registering. Regardless of the image or perceived status of any establishment, I've always felt it’s the people on the ground who connect the dot’s and properly makes things work. 

In which case, although perhaps not ideal for what I normally seek given it's isolation, should you ever find yourself betwixt and between Glasgow and Edinburg, ideally near Abington, then I would reasonably suggest you take a look at the Days Inn located there as a potential solution as regards your accommodation.

As always, happy and safe travelling.

Phil

