Baan Kanoon – January 2015

Before I begin this review proper, best perhaps to first outline events leading up to the discovery of Baan Kanoon in Pai, as I think if nothing else, it will provide a useful context to my one night stay. 

I arrived on a Friday afternoon via bus from Chiang Mai, just as Pai was preparing itself for both a huge Rock Concert as well as a full-blown Bikers festival.

Not having pre-booked anything, it was obvious that finding accommodation was going to be challenging as effectively, Pai was literally full to the brim. I really should have done some homework before embarking on this particular expedition up north. 

Rather fortuitously, I managed to find a small bungalow which actually had a room left, this for just the one night, i.e. that Friday, in which case, we still had Saturday night to fill. 

And that was how I came upon Baan Kanoon and the lovely Lady who owns the property. 

I mention this all as there is no question that given the circumstances, she could have literally ‘named her price’ and yet, she graciously chose not to. 

So, for 1000 Baht per night in high season, when there is hardly a room to be had in the whole of Pai, what do you get for your money?

Well, you get a nice bungalow, located just behind the main walking street in the centre of Pai, literally within spitting distance of everything. 

You get a big bed which smells clean enough to sleep-in but, contains more than a few mottled stains which clearly provide a witness to its undoubted, chequered history.

You get a bathroom which functions adequately, and a shower which manages to cover my small but perfectly formed frame reasonably. 

You also get coffee & various breads in the morning, which I decided not to partake in preferring instead to trundle round the corner and enjoy a full Western, as is my preferred norm. 

In short, you get fairly basic facilities for your money, but that then is surely to be expected. 

However, there's a heart beating at Baan Kanoon, because you might even get a couple of towels to take on an imminent tour having just arrived which, is just plain kind and considerate, not to say trusting. 

In reality, if your budget can stretch further and availability exists, you may be wiser to spend it elsewhere and live it up a little in charming Pai. 

But I say again; for 1000 baht per night in high Season, and with the confidence and knowledge that you are both safe, secure and local to everything, Baan Kanoon, cannot but receive anything other than a qualified recommendation. 

Happy Travelling.

