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Perhaps the real joy of travel is that you just never know who you’re gonna meet and what difference a cursory conversation will make to your plans. 

And so it was when I bumped into a very nice man called Ben whilst at Bangkok Airport, this on the way to Hua Hin. 

Ben, I subsequently discovered lived in Hua Hin and it was his advice that eventually led me to the Assasa, in a round about way that is!

As there is no knowledge like local knowledge, I grasped the opportunity to question him about possible accommodation choices. This was my first trip to Hua Hin and as per usual, I was kinda winging it so nothing had been booked bar the flights. 

Rather than just choose a hotel based on a glossy internet image, I've previously found it's advisable to actually go and see what is being offered and for how much, before actually committing your hard earned. You are also far less likely to be saddled with the room next to the lift, stairs or even cleaners cupboard that way. 

After some small confabulation, Ben suggested the ‘City Hotel’, which I was informed was a nice, affordable and centrally located small hotel. It was also allegedly well known locally, so no trouble for a tuk-tuk to find then!

What is it they say about the best-laid plans and all that? 

I arrive at the bus station in Hua Hin after an interesting, if rapid assault on the motorway, this via the regular coach service from Bangkok.  

Leaving the bus terminal on foot, suitcase in obedient tow, I soon manage to locate and negotiate a price with a tuk-tuk and so, off we sped to the City Hotel. 

Now, I had always previously regarded my enunciation and basic diction as being pretty good if not excellent. Sadly in this instance, I was clearly wrong as the driver drew to a smiling halt, clearly pleased with himself outside the...City BEACH Hotel.       

True, it was but a small difference, essentially amounting to an additional 2 vowels and 3 consonants however, the Hilton like structure that stood before me wasn’t what this London lad was really expecting. 

We were obviously in the wrong place and after repeated attempts to tell the driver exactly that, I decided our paths should separate as I felt that there was little point in arguing further. I therefore paid what was agreed and ventured forth into the sunshine but not, I hasten to add, towards the City Beach Hotel. 

Although clearly well located on what appeared to be the main thoroughfare in Hua Hin, the CBH was not really what I was looking for. I've done my fair share of Hiltons and Marriott’s in the past and very nice they were too. However, these day's I tend to seek something a little more low-key and personal. 

Now, as can sometimes happen in life, one can almost be blind to what exists in front of one's very own eyes, or in this case, directly behind them. The Assasa.

This was more like it I thought! 

It then took but a matter of seconds before I was standing at reception, and face to face with the smiling owner. 

After some small discussion on availability and price, I was informed that for 1300 baht (1500 baht with breakfast), a room could be mine.

The hotel itself is a three-storey affair, which has clearly had some considerably money spent on it appearing almost new in parts. 

As per usual, I asked if I might see the room and so off we trot to Room 1113 (third floor), this via one of the two modern lifts. 

I soon discovered the room was large, clean and tastefully decorated, everything in fact I could reasonably ask for and certainly worth the price. 

There was even the unexpected surprise of a pool which I hadn't envisaged given it's size. It's located at the back of the building but a short walk from reception although, I later discovered it’s only source of heating appeared to come from the sun’s ray’s as it was absolutely freezing. A nice addition all the same, especially appreciated come 6pm when returning all hot & sweaty from the beach or market. 

Which brings me nicely to the Assasa's location which, is simply excellent! 

From reception, turn right for the beach; turn left for the market; go straight on for the restaurants and bars. All are but a mere 10-15 minutes walk away.

A small point for late foodies...

As you probably already know, Hua Hin is not party central, so whilst there's a plethora of places to eat during the day and early evening, come 9pm, all begins to go quiet and welcome tables are considerably harder to find. 

So, if like me you tend to get the muchies after the bars close, then there's always the option of a McDonalds or Burger king as both are literally across the road and open 24 hours, just in case you can't wait till breakfast. Yes I know it's not very healthy to eat so late but, is there anything better than a sloppy burger and French fries when you're famished and a little 'happy' after imbibing? Lol! 

Speaking of breakfast, I discovered a fab Irish pub called ‘El Murphy’s’ just around the corner 6 minutes away which imports their own bacon and sausages. Trust me, good bacon is hard to find in Thailand! Consequently, this became my regular morning stop so sadly, I never had chance to enjoy the undoubted joys that were the Assasa breakfast, maybe next time! 

A couple of general points...

Housekeeping was done daily and up until till 4pm which for late sleepers, i.e. me, was a bit of a blessing as late nights normally produce even later awakenings. 

It’s also worth mentioning the night porter here as boy is he a character, but then aren't all night porters? 

I had given my location and room no' to one or two friends who were scheduled to call during my stay however, I heard nothing. 

I later discovered that there had indeed been calls for me but the night porter had insisted that I was out. This wouldn't perhaps be so strange had he not subsequently called me to let me know I had missed a call! Go figure! 

As for being a Night Porter come Security Guard, I’m not sure how effective you can really be when curled up behind the front desk fast asleep with the reception wide open to all and sundry. This was the position I found him in each night I returned, admittedly it was normally in the early hours so all was usually quiet. 

I'm not really sure the human race is really designed to work nights, well he certainly wasn't anyway! :-)

A couple of tips if I may dear reader...

I found Hua Hin a really nice place to be, no wonder the King was reputedly a regular visitor. 

Make sure you have a go horse riding on the beach, even if you don't ride like me. They kinda do what they want to do anyway and if that means getting wet by heading straight for the sea, so be it!

The huge number of fish restaurants allied to the (Night) market are just extraordinary if not beguiling. I tend to travel alone but the conviviality of the place was just infectious. 

When walking along the beach, beware the washed-up jellyfish, they're absolutely huge and probably still dangerous so worth avoiding. See Pics. 

In regard to the Assasa, whilst the cleanliness, modern decor and excellent location should prove sufficient for most to place it on their list to investigate. The real beauty of this hotel is that ever-rare basic Thai warmth that emanates from the lovely owner and her cordial staff.

And it’s that very warmth that precludes anything other than a full and hearty recommendation.

So, if you’re looking for a nice, small and well placed hotel in the heart of Hua Hin, I think you may just have found it! 

Happy Travelling!
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